
A man was walking across a Pueblo Reservoir Dam one day, and saw another man 
standing on the edge, about to jump off.  He ran over and said, "Stop!  Don't do it!" "Why 
shouldn't I?" he said. "Well, there's so much to live for." "Like what?" "Well, are you from 
Colorado?" "Yes." "Me too!  Are you from northern or southern Colorado?" "Southern" 
"Me, too!  Are you from Colorado Springs or Pueblo?" "Pueblo." "Me, too!  Are you a 
native or a transplant” “Native." "Wow, me, too!  Do people from Colorado Springs drive 
you crazy or not?" "They drive me crazy" (I had to throw this in) "Me, too!  Do you love 
sloppers or not?" "I love them" "Me, too!  Are you liberal or conservative" He said, 
"conservative" So the man said, "Die Heretic" and pushed him off.  So why do we 
pigeonhole people and focus on the things we have different rather than those things we 
have in common? 

Last week, Father John talked about how it’s never too late to make a U-turn, to change 
your life and how we need to repent and believe in the Gospel.  A couple of weeks ago, 
we talked about how our focus needs to change to listening and following Christ instead 
of listening to those enemies of our faith leading us away from being the people we are 
being called to be.  I want to continue to expand on these last couple of weeks and look 
at our calling to be missionary disciples, not just followers of Christ, but disciples.   

This Sunday we ask the question: Why should we repent and believe? Why should we 
follow Jesus and not the media or the angry people? Why is, who some refer to as “an 
unseen, uninvolved Jesus” more important than those we see as the involved, in our face 
enemy?  What makes Jesus different? 

Today we received our answer, not only is it because we love him, it’s also because Jesus 
has authority. We follow Jesus because he has authority. About twelve centuries before 
Jesus, God promised he would raise up a prophet like Moses. You remember Moses - he 
gave the covenant, the law and the commandments. Jesus is the New Moses. He gives 
a new covenant, a new law, a new commandment; Jesus has authority and true love for 
all of us, ALL OF US, regardless of how we see each other or even how we see Him.   

You see, unlike many inviting people to anger, depression, loneliness and frustration, 
Jesus is inviting us this very day to a different kind of encounter - to enter a relationship 
with him, the most important relationship you will have with any person. He is calling us 
to become missionary disciples, to help make a change in people’s lives…and here may 
be the hard part of some of us, we need to especially work to change the lives of those 
who feel they least need it now, and those people may be some of us, some of our families 
or some of our friends.  We must focus on the thing that we have in common…the fact 
that we are all children of God.  We must help those brothers and sisters of ours who 
have moved away from God and towards a world and a people that go against the peace, 
love and forgiveness that Christ teaches and that we hear about in the Gospels. It is our 
mission to reach out and change the lives of those we may see as our enemies, no matter 
who they are, and we must do so in our words and actions.   

Being a messenger isn’t always easy, but I know we can do this.  Some don’t feel 
comfortable speaking out about their faith or talking about Christ in their lives.  Others will 



only do so with those they are most comfortable with.  Yet others can talk to anyone about 
anything.  No matter which one of those people you are, there are things all of us can do 
to be active missionary disciples.   

The first thing that we can do is stay close to Christ and bring others to Him.  In the same 
way that the man from the Gospel was close to Christ and thus Jesus was able to expel 
the demon, the evil that had overtaken him, the same goes for us if we stay close to Christ 
and bring others to Him, especially through regular prayer, the celebration of mass and 
the Eucharist.  We can help chip away at this division and anger that has overcome so 
many. 

Second thing is to stay close to the truth.  The devil's main weapon is deception, he 
manipulates our selfish tendencies by spreading lies and half-truths. This is one reason 
he fights to keep us out of the confessional, the reason he fights to keep us out of mass.  
Confession is the gift of truth and we face the truth about ourselves by confessing our 
sins, failures, and weaknesses, and God, through the priest, reminds us of his truth: that 
truth of mercy, forgiveness and unconditional grace. 

The third is to stay close to others in need, the devil is the lord of selfishness, and Christ 
is the Lord of love.  When we resist our selfishness by serving others, whatever their need 
may be, no matter what differences we have.  When we do so we weaken the devil's 
influence in our lives and the lives of those around us.  Every Christian is a spiritual 
warrior.  Today, as Jesus renews his commitment to us in this Mass, let's renew our 
commitment to him. Let's promise him that this week we will do something specific to help 
us stay close to Christ, close to the truth, and close to others in need.  Now more than 
ever, our world is in need of missionary disciples, disciples just like you.   


