Welcome to our Amazing Parish!

We are an amazing parish because we create and nurture joyful disciples
of Christ. A Catholic becomes an Intentional Disciple after recognizing
they have been personally chosen by the Lord to enter an intimate relationship
with Him. This relationship relies on the Holy Spirit and embraces a lifelong
sacramental journey of prayer, service, evangelization and communally receiving
Jesus Christ through Scripture and Eucharist. Thus, Intentional Disciples

imitate Christ in everything they do on a daily basis.

Blessed is he
who comes
in the name
of the Lord!

Matthew 21:9
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1708 Horseshoe Drive * Pueblo, Colorado ¢ (719) 542-9248
http://lwww.ctkpueblo.org * facebook.com/christthekingcatholicparish




Palm Sunday Reflection by Fr. John —

A palm-less Palm Sunday. Who woulda thought? The Holy Week that never was. And still we keep the faith:
that Jesus rose from the dead and keeps his promise to us followers that if we believe in Him and live like
Him, we will have eternal life.

On Palm Sunday the focus is on two aspects of Christ’s life. The first is Jesus’s kingship. Jesus is called the
Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah, the King of Israel. It is said mockingly, of course, by the Romans and
the Jewish religious leaders. And some things never change: he is still mocked by unbelievers today. We rec-
ognize His kingship, not just of Israel, but of the whole universe. We honor this on the last Sunday of our
church year every November, the weekend before the start of Advent.

The other aspect we honor on Palm Sunday is His Passion: his suffering and death. That is today’s Gospel. We
hear a Passion Gospel every year to benefit those who cannot join us in church on Good Friday, its ultimate
celebration. This year it’s the Gospel of Matthew’s.

Many of us have seen Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion of the Christ. It is focused on the horrific physical
sufferings that Jesus endured during His Passion from the Garden of Gethsemane to His death on the cross.
We honor that. But when I saw the film, what struck me just as much was the psychological suffering he was
feeling during this timeline: his betrayal by Judas, being abandoned by His disciples, denied by Peter, rejection
by the religious leaders, mocked by the Romans, laughed at, insulted and spit on by the citizens of Jerusalem
on the way along the cross and at the crucifixion site.

The writers of the Gospels were focused on that, too. They don’t dwell on the physical sufferings — they are
referenced, but not described at length (Mel Gibson got that from other accounts about crucifixions, which was
the Romans preferred and common method of execution for anyone challenging their authority). The four
evangelists focus on the emotional and moral suffering Jesus endured: his aloneness, being humiliated, misun-
derstood. It is his dark night of the soul, entering the black hole of human existence, the prospect of death.

Jesus had to prepare himself in the Garden of Gethsemane for his emotional crucifixion before he could face
the physical one. An excellent guide to understanding this is a book by Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, whom I think is
the greatest author of Catholic Spirituality today, much like Bishop Fulton J. Sheen was in the 50’s and Fr.
Henri Nouwen in the 60°s and 70’s. His book, The Passion and the Cross, is a wonderful reflection on Jesus’s
Way of the Cross.

There’s an old phrase, “You never get the cross you want.” We’re going through some of that now in our coro-
navirus “prisons.” Our greatly decreased socialization hurts, our inability to worship with our friends and re-
ceive the Eucharist hurts. But our Church has always spoken about “redemptive suffering.” Fr. Ron writes
about that at the beginning of his book, that we know we are somehow participating in Jesus’s sufferings, and
they are redemptive for us. Our sufferings mature us, they make us more compassionate; they are redemptive.
Somehow, they become meaningful when we’re out of control, when we’re helpless.

As Fr. Ron writes, “The cross teaches us that we, like Jesus, give as much to others in our passivities as in our
activities ... the opportunity to give our love and ourselves to others in a very deep way.”

For Jesus, the choice was how to die: angry, bitter and resentful? Or with the forgiving heart He preached, de-
spite the unfairnesses of life? That is the choice we have to make, too. As Fr. Ron says, we have to die before
we die; we have to make that choice on how we will die before we die. Will we die faithful to love, with trust
and hope? Or will we die despairing, with hate and vengefulness? How will we give over our spirit? Think
about that today. Make your choice! Because in this case especially, not to choose is to choose.
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Staff Directory
719-542-9248

If you forget the extension, you will be able to go to
the staff directory by hitting 5. If further assistance is
needed hit 7 for Mary Meissner.

Bob Mysliwiec, Accountant, Ext. 115

Corey Compton, Deacon Ext. 251
ccompton@ctkpueblo.org

Courtney Lewis, Youth Minister Coordinator Ext. 252
clewis@ctkpueblo.org

John Ozella, Fr. - Pastor Ext. 116
jozella@ctkpueblo.org

Katharine Redmond Ext. 114
Pastoral Associate for Worship
gkredmond@comcast.net

Laura Fisher Escalera Ext. 113
Pastoral Associate for Religious Formation
lescalera@ctkpueblo.org

Lori Judkins Ext. 118
Pastoral Associate for Liturgical Music
judkins.lori@yahoo.com

Mary Meissner Ext. 111
Administrative Assistant - General Mailbox: Option 7
mmeissner@ctkpueblo.org

Sarah Nelson Ext. 121
Pastoral Associate for Youth and Adult Pastoral Care
snelson@ctkpueblo.org

are suspended until further notice.
r The Parish Office is closed due to

the statewide stay at home order.
The Staff is available by email, or you can leave a
message on our phone. Messages are then sent to our

emails. So glad we upgraded to this technology this
past year.

t Our worship and parish activities
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Watch for updates on our webpage at ctkpueblo.org,
or Facebook, or Flocknote!

We appreciate your understanding during this time.

Praver Line:

If you have a prayer request for your-
self or for someone you know, please
call Sarah at 542-9248, Ext. 121 or
email her at snelson@ctkpueblo.org.

Mass Intentions:
Fr. John is having a private Mass daily. The inten-
tion each day is for All Souls in Purgatory.

Readings for the Week

Gospel at the Procession with Palms —
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11).
First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I
am not disgraced. I am not put to shame
(Isaiah 50:4-7).

Psalm — My God, my God, why have you
abandoned

me? (Psalm 22).

Second Reading — Christ emptied himself,
and God filled this emptiness with exaltation
(Philippians 2:6-11).

Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion ac-
cording to Matthew (Matthew 26:14 — 27:66
[27:11-54]).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969,
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17;
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25
Thursday: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12;
Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25;
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9
or Mt 28:1-10
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5 For further information,
MONTGOMERY Compassionate Care” 2825 E. 4th St. please call the Parish Office.
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: Open 7 Days a Week
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542-1552 IsT MONTH Y2 PRICE
BIG R STORES BIG

COLORADO, NEW MEXICO AND TEXAS
Home, Farm & Ranch
“Almost Anything...Big R’s Got It!”

M-F 10:00 to 5:00

Sat 10:00 to 3:00

Midtown ¢ (719) 583-8600
LUUG L A VBl ST JOHN NEUMANN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

STORES

Pueblo Store located at HWY 50 and Bonforte

Sl Deniiisy (6 Yeuiih 2415 E. Orman Ave., Pueblo, CO
719-543-4022 i
Pueblo West Store located at HWY 50 and McCulloch |, @ = edicaid Welcome ? Open Registration Feb. 19th
www.bigronline.com 3470 Parker at Hwy. 50 & Pueblo Blvd. for 2019-20 School Year

Juliann Padula Millea, D.D.S. & John Millea, D.D.S.
Serving Infants, Children & Teens

Nertuning and Challenging Every
Student's Wind, Body, and Spinit
« Preschool through 8th Grade
« Academically Challenging

Locally Owned and Operated, with two convenient Pueblo locations

ﬁﬂg - We Compound!

UH f - Financial Aid Available
] l] i i - Nationally Ranked NAL Team
H’ﬁ w ”ﬂl'tlml'ﬂ A VB i « Small Class Sizes
P o . A 4 0 Call: Jennifer Welte 719-561-9419  wwwistjohnneumannpueblo.com
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FINDaPARISH.com | | IET

Equal or Lesser Value With Coupon
I’be Most Co mp lete onli”e (Breakfast Specials Excluded) 4137 N. Elizabeth

National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
E4SEwEN Sjgn up here:

Frotecting Seniors
Notionwice

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Medical Alert System
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ : Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America One Free Month
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com r No Long-Term O N E @) PA R I S H

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com Coniract GCrow in your faith, find a Mass,

& Downlved on the
@& App Store

Price Guarantee and connect with your

Catholic Community

Easy Self Installation . .
with OneParish!

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

170100 Christ the King Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-833-5941
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